[Epidemiologic multicenter study of the prevalence of hepatitis in hospitalised immigrants in Italy in the year 2002].
To retrospectively evaluate the prevalence of hepatitis in immigrant patients hospitalised in 48 Italian Operative Unit of Infectious Diseases during 2002. in our study we included the clinical data of 2255 immigrated patients hospitalised, during the period between 01/01/2002-31/12/2002, in ordinary admission or in Day Hospital in Infectious Diseases O.U. and we have evaluated the prevalence of hepatitis in this population. 282 patients affected by hepatitis has been evidenced (12.5% of total hospitalised patients). The prevalent form was HBV-related (41.6% in chronic forms and 48.4% in acute), while the rate for HCV were less (37.5% in chronic and 3% in acute). The most part of patient were men (59.6%), with a mean age of 34.2 years and come from east-European countries (34.39%). Viral hepatitis are the third infectious diseases evidenced in immigrated population. HBV-chronic hepatitis is the prevalent form in immigrated patients, as expression of absence of vaccine prophylaxis in many countries. HCV-form was less frequent and it is particularly presents in east-European patients, probably as expression of endogenous drug abuse.